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A Letter from the President

Since 1977, Abilene Preservation League 
has celebrated the city’s historic built 
environment — places that reflect the history 
and character of the city. Through charitable 
support, advocacy, education, recognition 
and volunteerism, APL seeks to inspire 
Abilenians to respect, save and preserve 
the past, ensuring a richer, more informed 
future for all.
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Friends, 

So much changed in these past few months.  We celebrated our accomplishments and 
mourned our losses.  The encouragement of installing new leadership and building a renewed 
spirit of progress encountered the heartache of losing our momentum in the death of our 
Executive Director, Jim Stuart.  The members of the Abilene Preservation League came through, 
as they always do, to bring hope and a sense of genuine involvement in our efforts.  This helped 
so much as we continue our mission to preserve, protect and educate our community to its rich 
heritage.  Our staff truly appreciated all the prayers and well wishes sent to ease our transition as 
we mold a new future for the APL.

In Jim’s absence I assumed many roles he seemed to run so effortlessly.  A few days into that role 
I realized I would need the assistance of all our staff, APL members and the community to fill 
his shoes.  Luckily, this town has no shortage of helping hands.  We completed scheduled tasks, 
spread our message and hosted events to raise awareness to sustain our preservation efforts.
Transfer of the Swenson House to its newly formed foundation continued the APL’s tradition 
of handing restored locations into capable hands.  That August ceremony showcased our ability 
to carry on in the face of adversity.   The awards week ceremonies in September provided us 
an excellent platform to thank members and individuals for their preservation efforts.  It also 
allowed us to combine our works with other neighborhood organizations to further our causes.  
This renewed spirit of togetherness spread to another successful effort in November to welcome 
the Preservation Texas roadshow.  Here we collaborated with other historical societies to learn 
about new legislation and visited important sites in need of or active in restoration.

The past year required so many people to give their time and experience to sustain and advance 
the vision of our preserved yet living architectural presence.  All these good works bring me, the 
staff and board of the APL a renewed sense of purpose as we prepare for another year.  I thank 
you all for supporting the APL and its mission.

Looking ahead I see a bright future for the APL.  Our search for the next Director will continue.  
In the weeks ahead we will attend conferences to learn how to better connect to the community 
and how to advance our grant writing and special projects skills.  We will host a Spring 
scavenger hunt to engage more young people to the importance of our architectural history.  
We will also continue our education series with helpful topics and insightful speakers to raise 
awareness and assist with individual preservation needs.  Our annual awards event in the fall 
should provide another opportunity to celebrate our achievements and honor those who make 
this organization and its vision of creating a living tribute to our city’s careful growth a reality.

Despite my advancing age and degraded eyesight, my vision for this year remains 20/20.  
With your help we will continue advancing our efforts into the future.

Sincerely,

Josh Black
President
Board of Trustees
Abilene Preservation League2

ON THE COVER
West Texas Utilities Power and Ice Plant at 
102 North Second Street in Abilene circa 1940s. 
The plant is recognized as one of Abilene’s 
Most Endangered Places 2020.

Josh

Old Abilene High School facade
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From November 7th - 9th, the Abilene Preservation League, in partnership   
           with Abilene Heritage Square, Taylor County Historical Commission, and Texas 
Forts Trail, hosted the Taylor County portion of Preservation Texas’ Fall 2019 
Panhandle/Plains Roadshow. Weatherl & Associates graciously sponsored the 
educational event and provided a bounty of delectable hors d’oeuvres. 

On Thursday evening, community members eagerly 
gathered at the Elks Arts Center for a presentation, book 
signing and meet-and-greet with Gerald Moorhead, 
FAIA, author of Buildings of Texas, Volume II.

The following day, local preservationists, historians and 
community leaders once again convened at the Elks Arts 
Center to discuss local preservation challenges and 
possible solutions with leadership from Preservation 
Texas and the Texas Historical Commission. 

On the last day, representatives from each of the local preservation-minded 
organizations met with Preservation Texas leadership to tour and discuss the future 
of several historically significant sites in Abilene and the surrounding area, 
including: Abilene Heritage Square (old Abilene High School), the 1914 Taylor 
County Courthouse, Abilene Courts, and the Lawn Atlas ICBM Launch Site, 
where a new state historical marker dedication took place.

With the cake topper and a framed photo from his wedding in 
hand, along with flowers, cake, and music prepared, Victor Lopez excitedly 
decorated a corner of the Elks Ballroom the morning of December 5th, 
2019. Later that afternoon, Victor brought his wife, Sharon, to the building 
under the pretext that he found a dance class. Instead, it was a surprise 
date to celebrate 50 years of marriage. Victor said of the occasion, “We’ve 
been celebrating our 50th anniversary all year, having travelled to many 
places around the United States, but the Elks is a special place for us. It 
holds so many memories. We celebrated our 40th anniversary, both of our 

60th birthdays, and our 
grandson’s induction 
into the Hardin-Simmons 
University Honor Society 
here. We’ve also catered 
several events here.” Victor 
and Sharon danced the 
afternoon away, stopping 
only to eat cake, creating 
one more sweet memory 
at the Elks. 

Preservation Texas Roadshow
Educates and Inspires 

Are you ready for your 
memorable experience 

at the Elks? 
Guests enjoy personalized attention from Elks staff. 
Welcoming and friendly, Morgan Paschal, is the 
familiar face and voice of APL, who guides you through 
our rental options and policies. Full of enthusiasm to 
meet every detail and request for each rental, Cindy 
White is the dependable facilities coordinator of 10 
years, who sets up and dismantles your rental space, 
as well as, monitors each event. Morgan and Cindy 
have proven to be a successful team, with rentals 
having increased over the past several months. 
We have hosted several Christmas parties, retirement 
parties, weddings, birthdays, dances and Clack 
Middle School Music’s City Sidewalks concert. 

Contact us today at 325.676.3775 or 
morgan@abilenepreservation.org for more 
information. It’s our pleasure to help you create that 
unforgettable memory.
*APL Members receive a 10% discount on each rental

Making History at the Elks



4

coverstory

Abilene’s Most Endangered Places 2020
Modeled after Texas’ Most Endangered Places list, the signature program of Preservation Texas, Abilene’s Most Endangered Places list is 
published by the Abilene Preservation League to provide publicity for important Abilene historic sites at-risk of loss or degradation. 
Sites are nominated by members of the APL and must be historic (at least 50 years old) and threatened by direct demolition, demolition 
by neglect, or other threat. 

1.A b i l e n e  C o u r t s
Address: 633 South Eleventh Street
Designation: Local, National
Condition: Poor
Owner: Private
Building Type: Commercial
Year Built: 1930 

Last occupied in 1989, Abilene Courts is on the historic Bankhead Highway, the 
nation’s first all-weather, coast-to-coast highway. A rare example of a pre-World War II 
motor court, this NRHP structure is unfit for habitation and has damaged walls. The 
city suspended condemnation, but the site is still in immediate danger of demolition 
or natural structural collapse. 

2.B u r l i n g t o n  R a i l r o a d  S tat i o n
Address: 189 Locust Street
Designation: Local, National
Condition: Poor
Owner: Lone Star Railroad In
Building Type: Commercial
Year Built: 1929

Burlington Railroad station expanded railroad travel to 
the north and south for the city. This building has been 
neglected for several years and is vulnerable to vandals 
and disrepair. Renewed interest in protecting this 
structure can advance preservation efforts at this site.

3.T r o l l e y  C a r  B a r n
Address: 1021 – 1037 Clinton Street
Designation: Local, National
Condition: Fair
Owner: Private
Building Type: Commercial
Year Built: 1928

Representing Abilene’s history of transportation 
enterprises, the trolley system connected the far limits
of town and helped Abilene establish a presence by 
          promoting growth of the local business 
          and professional community. The trolley car barn requires repairs and historical protection to restore it to its former glory.



4.W e s t  T e x a s  U t i l i t i e s  P o w e r  &  I c e  P l a n t
Address: 102 North Second Street
Designation: Local, National
Condition: Fair
Owner: AEP Texas North Generation Co LLC
Building Type: Industry/Processing; Electricity
       generating plant for most of 20th century; 
       ice plant until 1951
Year Built: 1922 

A symbol of Abilene’s progress, the Abilene based 
WTU connected Abilenians to safe, reliable power 
and contributed to Abilene’s development into a 
distribution center of West Texas. Designed by Wyatt 
C. Hendrick, the plant is on the National Register of 
Historic Places, but endangered by vandalism 
and neglect.
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What can I do to Take Action? 
If you’re not already a member of the APL, join today! A strong league is necessary in order to take collective action. 

Membership registration cards are on page 7.
 

We want to encourage and praise our fellow preservation-minded 
organizations for action they are taking on the following

 endangered buildings:Great  Job!
1.1914 Taylor County Courthouse 
  at 301 Oak Street 

The old Taylor County Courthouse has been enrolled in 
the Texas Historic Courthouse Preservation Program 
for several years, but has yet to receive funding due to 
immense competition. Taylor County Commissioners 
recently hired an architect to update their plans, allowing 
the courthouse to stay in the program and increasing the 
likelihood of receiving grant funding.  

2.1923–1955 Abilene High School 
  at 1699 South First Street
Abilene Heritage Square, Inc. is saving the old Abilene 
High School through adaptive reuse. The new center 
will include a central library for the city, an event
center in the historic Eagle’s Nest Gym, a full-service 
coffee restaurant and more.
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Abilene’s Hidden History

Every building tells the stories of its  
    tenants. 242 Orange Street just so 
happens to carry those of a few trailblazers and 
significant business institutions in Abilene. 

Originally built in the craftsman style in 1902, the 
building was once the residence of George L. Paxton, 
Sr., and his family. A pioneer Abilenian, Mr. Paxton 
played a vital role in the development of our city. 
Most significantly, he purchased a major interest in 
the Citizens National Bank of Abilene and eventually 
became President, then chairman of the bank’s Board 
of Directors, a position he held until his death. 

In 1932 the home became Laughter Funeral Home when Mr. 
Paxton sold it to Dan Laughter (pronounced Law-ter), Sr., 
a fellow pioneer Abilenian.  Mr. Laughter was an 
undertaker and the 80th 
embalmer to pass the 
inaugural  certification 
exam in the state of 
Texas. For several years, 
he was the only 
embalmer between 
Weatherford and El 
Paso. Prior to moving 
to Orange Street, Mr. 
Laughter’s firm had 
been open since 1905, 
making it Abilene’s 
oldest family owned 
funeral home. After 
his only son passed 
away unexpectedly, Mr. 
Laughter was left 
without a successor to 
his family firm. 
Therefore, on May 
1, 1945, he sold the 
business to Russell 
and Willena North, 
effectively changing the firm’s name to “Laughter-North 
Funeral Home.” Mr. and Mrs. North were both licensed 
funeral directors; in fact, Mrs. North was one of the first 
women to become a funeral director in the state of Texas. 
They reared their family in another historic home next 
door, at 226 Orange Street, so as to be able to serve the 
community at any hour. 

The 242 Orange 
 Street Story

In 1948 the Norths built the first funeral chapel in 
Abilene within the funeral home and in 1967, they 
remodeled the exterior of the building to modernize 
the facade. Much of the interior has remained 
the same.

Mr. North passed away in 1979 and his son, Jack, 
took over the firm. In 2003 Jack married, and his 
wife, Sandie, joined the business. In addition to 
having served the community as a licensed funeral 
director for over 52 years, Jack is quite the history 

buff, having acquired and donated over 4000 slides of historical 
photos of Abilene to McMurry University, written several books 
on the city’s history (as well as, what it’s like to grow up in the 

funeral home industry), 
and shared his stories 
for over 30 years. Like 
his predecessors at 242 
Orange Street, Jack 
has been a community 
leader throughout his 
life, serving on the APL 
board for several years 
in the past, serving as 
the honorary 
commander of the 28th 
Squadron at Dyess Air 
Force Base for 29 years 
and taking on many 
other leadership roles 
within the community. 

In 2018 Jack passed 
ownership of his family’s 
firm on to Elliot Kirk, a 
fellow licensed funeral 
director. However,  he 
continues to remain 

active in providing dignified services 
at the funeral home.

Are you a member of the Abilene 
Preservation League and have a building 
with stories to tell? Please contact us! 
Let’s keep the history of Abilene alive.

Jack North

Did you Know?
 In an Abilene Reporter News article dated September 12, 1945, Mr. Laughter 
stated that prior to moving his business to Orange Street, Mr. Totten, 
operator of the town’s first planing mill, was the first to call on his services 
when his small boy died. Mr. Totten also constructed the original large white 
pillars on the home.
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Name_________________________________________________

Email_________________________________________________

Phone_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

City, State, ZIP__________________________________________      

My check is enclosed, made payable to Abilene Preservation League.

charge my:  VISA   MasterCard   AmEx   Discover

Card #________________________________________________
                 
Exp. Date___________________           CVC # ________________

Signature ______________________________________________

Membership benefits include:
• Newsletters and notices
• Advocacy alerts and email marketing messages
• Advance invitations and discounts for League events
• Exclusive member-only lectures, tours and outings
• Discounts on event rentals at The Elks

Annual Membership Levels
 Student      $15
 Individual/Family $50
 Contributor  $100
 Sustainer  $250

Service Opportunities
 APL Events    Education
 Fundraising     Marketing 
 The Elks Arts Center   Membership

Membership contributions are tax-deductible to the extent 
provided by law.  APL is a 501(c)(3) organization.  

 Restorer  $500
 Preservationist $1,000
 1881 Society $2,500

Enjoy the benefits of annual membership, and the satisfaction of 
protecting and enriching our community through historic preservation. 
And, APL members, please use this form to update our records.

These good friends have renewed or established new memberships within the past year. Thank you. 
1881 Society   $2,500+
Dian Graves Owen Foundation
Jeannette and Josh Black

Restorer   $500
Peggy Beckham
Gay Beitscher
Kate and Charles Ferguson
Missy and Robert Willen

Sustainer   $250
Weatherl & Associates
Teresa and Ronny Bryant
Megan and Austin Butler
Becky and Mark Colman
Parkhill, Smith & Cooper
Carol and Vic Corley
Doris Miller and Don Fitzgibbons
Jane Hooker
Annabel House
Sharon and Tom Riley
DeAnn Smith
Dianne and Carl Young

Contributor   $100 
Sarah and Michael Bacon
Jane and Russell Beard
Christie and Robert Beermann
Carrie and Russell Blaschke
Tammi and Rodney Briscoe

Wilma and Steve Butman
Mary Lou and Ed Conley
Mr. and Mrs. Reginald Crump
Sharon Daugherty
Julie and Mike Denny
Karen and Chester V. Dickson
June Estes
Christie and Gerald Galbraith
Mary and Lawrence Gill
Jane and Phil Guitar
Callie and Lee Hampton
Cindy and Robert Hanna
Ann Harwood
Kaye Price-Hawkins and Joe Hawkins
Judith Phaneuf and Mark Hoover
Melody Hunt
Jon Rex Jones
Kristina and Craig Jones
Denise and Van Jones
Cathy and Peter Lauve
Molly and Paul Lenker
Jeff Luther
Anita and Gordon McBride
Lindsay and Bill Minter
Mari Kay and Gary Morrison
Janet Payne
Audrey Perry
Mary and Jim Pizzorno
Constance Price
Glenn Ray and Billye Proctor-Shaw

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Scarborough
Barbara Schriever
Erin and Grant Seabourne
Lila and Bill Senter
Kaye and Dick Spalding
Gail and Dr. Paul Thames
Laura Wardroup
Pat and Dr. Donald Wehmeyer
Charles W. White
Jo Ann and Randy Wilson
Bill Wright

Individual/Family   $50
Susan and David Bacon
Randall Bacon
Sarah Baker
Yvonne and Ron Batts
Linda Bratton
Michiel and Dr. Clinton Cavuoti
Patty Collier and Jan Clawson
Kay Cockerell
Jody and Dr. Jerry Depriest
Vicky Doss
Carol and Glenn Dromgoole
Marianne Fincher
Carol and Dr. Glen Hall
Janet Hardy
Diana Higgins
Virginia Holley
Hollye and Greg Jaklewicz

 In Memoriam 
Jim Stuart
Lisa Barton
Jane Hooker
Karen Noble

MEMBERSHIP

Martha Kiel
Pebbles and Tom Lee
Tim Rice McClarty, AIA
Carol McClellan
Janice and Don Murray
Myra. G. Newton
Sandie and Jack North
Morgan Paschal
Louella and Byron Penrod
Mary V. Pritchett
Sonya and Nelson Quinn
Diana and Dr. H. Miller Richert
Patricia and Charles Russell
Katie Scott
Michelle and Scott Senter
Ellis Smith
Frann Smith
John C. Stowe
Kathy and Dr. Jimmy Strong
Stan and Willys Treanor
Maureen E. Trotter
Louann Trull
Betty and Robert Weissinger
Angie and Dr. Rob Wiley
Larry Wolz

Student  $15
Tyler Mayes
Gayle Wilson

 

Our apologies for any unintended error or omission. 
Please let us know if we need to correct our records.

In Support 
Patrons
Melody Hunt
Annabel House
Missy and Robert Willen
Laura Wardroup

The Abilene Preservation League recognized 
Annabel House as its 2019 Abilene Art Awards 

Volunteer of the Year. 
The late executive director, Jim Stuart, said of Annabel, “Willing
and cheerful, Annabel has helped guarantee the work of the 
Abilene Preservation League continues. As treasurer, she offers 
the organization prudent and dependable service. As a trustee, she 
offers years of wisdom on the APL board as well as other non 
profit boards. It’s difficult to imagine the League achieving 
success without Annabel.” Thank you, Annabel!



UPCOMINGevents
WINTER  

We are actively completing 2019 tax-deductible 
donation statements. Watch your mail for 
your statement.

SPRING 
Gather your friends and participate in our 
Midcentury Modern Scavenger Hunt! 
Details to Follow.

May 5, 2020: Support the APL as we participate in 
Abilene Gives 2020!
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C. 

A. 

Unfortunately, these beautiful buildings were razed in the past. 
However, they showcase the rich, architectural heritage of Abilene. 
How many styles can you name? Answers will be revealed on the 
APL Facebook page throughout February.

B.


