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commentary
Since 1977, Abilene Preservation League
has celebrated the city’s historic built
environment — places that reflect the history
and character of the city. Through charitable
support, advocacy, education, recognition
and volunteerism, APL seeks to inspire
Abilenians to respect, save and preserve
the past, ensuring a richer, more informed
future for all.
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S

everal years ago, when my sister, brother and I faced the task of emptying and selling 		
our parents’ house, I claimed far too much, especially from our mother’s wonderful
kitchen. An incurable preservationist, I guess, I moved a slew of treasures to Albany, among them,
those fancy, serrated, spade-shaped grapefruit spoons that since lie idle in the drawer.
Now, I’ve read that grapefruit spoons are dandy for other callings, such as coring apples.
Like finding new life for underused utensils, repurposing old buildings has plenty to recommend.
More than cost effective for retail, restaurants and housing, it can be the best way to revitalize and
invigorate blighted neighborhoods.
In the early 70s, on my first trip to California, a priority destination in San Francisco was the
popular landmark, Ghirardelli Square. Maybe you’ve made your pilgrimage there, too. That iconic
red-brick building started life as Pioneer Woolen Mill, before Domingo Ghirardelli bought it in
the mid-1800s and turned it into his famous chocolate factory. In 1960, when the plant was closed,
civic-minded investors stepped up and took over, fearing it would be torn down and lost. Today,
Ghirardelli Square enjoys its third distinct incarnation as a hip scene for retail and dining. It’s
considered one of the first successful adaptive reuse projects in the country.
Repurposing buildings became popular in the mid-60s, when the National Historic Preservation
Act was passed to slow the destruction of historic structures. Developers, architects and engineers
had to figure out the best way to preserve culturally significant buildings, while updating them to
meet current code and development standards.
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CONTACT US:

Most businesses and institutions, such as museums, are good occupants for repurposed buildings.
One that dazzles me is Musée d’Orsay in Paris, where you can see “Whistler’s Mother” (or more
accurately, Arrangement in Grey and Black No. 1). The d’Orsay was a train station that helped
deliver visitors to the 1900 World’s Fair. But then, we don’t have to leave town to admire one of the
best, most successful examples of repurposing around, The Grace Museum.
Adaptive reuse is much more than restoration and preservation. It’s about giving a building new
life — an updated raison d’être to meet the needs of contemporary users. Besides that, adaptive
reuse is a lot more sustainable and environmentally friendly than tearing down a building (or
radically modifying one, as happens far too often here). Less construction waste ends up in the
landfill, more natural resources are conserved, and energy consumption is reduced.

1174 North First Street at Cedar
Abilene, Texas 79601-5811

A repurposed building shouldn’t lose its identity completely, even as it morphs into someplace new.
And for certain, good adaptive reuse candidates range beyond our storied structures to include the
common, ordinary buildings that stand all over Abilene, neglected but ripe with potential.

Post Office Box 3451
Abilene, Texas 79604-3451

Maybe most of all, there’s a discernibly new appreciation for small, locally owned enterprises,
like coffee houses, bakeries, breweries, florists and barber shops, which means there’s even more
demand for fine old buildings to shelter thriving, new businesses.

325-676-3775
abilenepreservation.org

NEW
WEBSITE!

info@abilenepreservation.org

ON THE COVER
Originally the Texas Mill & Elevator Company,
The Mill is a beautiful example of best
practices in adaptive reuse.
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Seems to me that once a building is identified for repurposing, it’s wise to go slow, to take time to
assess and admire the features that were there in the first place. Instead of adding a coat of paint,
it’s better to take time to strip away decades of paint and contemporary materials that may obscure
a building’s original, unique finishes and features. The revelation can be breathtaking. Even
inspiring.
So, all you intrepid entrepreneurs, open your eyes and imaginations to the possibilities.
And share your vision energetically; not everyone will see the potential as you do.
Abilene can be so much better, making smart, creative use of what is here, just waiting to
be brought to life again.

coverstory

Prospective Downtown Business Owners
and Others Learn About Repurposing at
APL’s Five Lunchtime Workshops
Throughout the summer, a series of workshops
have offered the best, proven ways to seize
every opportunity with commercial repurposing
restoration projects.

S

ponsored by Abilene Preservation League, in partnership
with Abilene Downtown Initiative, the Best Practices in
Adaptive Reuse workshop series has informed business people,
professionals and interested citizens about different approaches
and considerations, as well as the proven essentials for success.
“At the end of the day, adaptive reuse is a winning initiative,
especially in benefitting the visual landscape and the
environment, at large,” workshop speaker David Wanzer said.
“It can make a significant difference for struggling downtown
neighborhoods, while also saving energy and resources.”
With five, distinct workshops, each with speakers with very
different and specific expertise, attendees have delved deep into
practical topics, helping to ensure their enterprises find
productive environments in which to thrive.
“People get invested. They want to see a building brought back to life,
to get fixed, to succeed.”

“

People get invested. They want to see a
building brought back to life, to get fixed,
to succeed.		
David Wanzer

”

Additional best practices workshops are planned. Watch for more information, and plan to attend.

SERIESOverview
MAY 8

Historic Tax Credits as Project Equity with Will French and Haley Wilcox

MAY 29

MEP Considerations in Adaptive Reuse Projects with Bill Noonan

JUNE 19

Envisioning New Uses for Old Buildings with David Wanzer

JULY 10

Do’s and Don’ts of Painting Historic Brick with Sarah Jane Blankenship

JULY 31

Architectural Lighting: Big Dividends for Small Dollars
with Matt Robinson
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MEMBERSHIP

Members Gather at The Elks in May
Marking 42 Years of Keeping Watch Over Historic Preservation for Abilene

A

s the organization’s fiscal year ended, dozens of League
members gathered in The Elks Ballroom, Tuesday, May 21, to
welcome and elect seven new trustees to the board and to pay grateful
homage to retiring trustees and officers whose terms have ended.
New League trustees, with terms expiring May 2022, include Sarah
Bacon, Ross Bennett, Charles Ferguson, Jill Flores, Melody Hunt,
Charles C. Oliphant and James Willeford.
A string quartet of talented, home-schooled musicians entertained,
Vagabond Pizza served up creative takes on historic Texas flavors, Steve
Butman recorded the event photographically, and all those assembled
heard about League initiatives, progress and success, since January.
Officers for the 2019-2020 year were chosen a month later at the board’s
June 18 meeting. They are Josh Black, president; Austin Butler,
president-elect; Laura Wardroup, vice president; Denise Jones, secretary;
Annabel House, treasurer; and Pat Wehmeyer, member-at-large.
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MEMBERSHIP
These good friends have renewed or established new memberships within the past year. Thank you.
Sharon Daugherty
Julie and Mike Denny
Jeannette and Josh Black
June Estes
Dian Graves Owen Foundation
Kate and Charles Ferguson
Marianne and Jerry Fincher
Restorer $500
Julie and Larry Folwell
Peggy Beckham
Mary and Larry Gill
Gay Beitscher
Jane and Phil Guitar
Jim Stuart
Callie and Lee Hampton
Missy and Robert Willen
Cindy and Robert Hanna
Ann Harwood
Sustainer $250
Kay Price-Hawkins and Joe Hawkins
Teresa and Ronny Bryant
Carol and Dr. William Haynes
Megan and Austin Butler
Melody Hunt
Becky and Mark Colman
Doris Miller and Don Fitzgibbons Kristina and Craig Jones
Denise and Van Jones
Annabel House
Jon Rex Jones
Sharon and Tom Riley
Molly and Paul Lenker
DeAnn Smith
Jeff Luther
Lindsay and Bill Minter
Contributor $100
Rebecca and Ronnie Nail
Cathy and Dr. Phil Ashby
Nancy and John Nichols
Sarah and Michael Bacon
Janet Payne
Jane and Russell Beard
Audrey Perry
Carrie and Russell Blaschke
Mary and Jim Pizzorno
Tammi and Rodney Briscoe
Billye Proctor-Shaw and Glenn Ray
Wilma and Steve Butman
Candy and Charles Scarborough
Julie and Robert Calk
Barbara Schriever
Mary Lou and Ed Conley
Erin and Grant Seabourne
Carol and Vic Corley
Dan Searight
Roxy and Bill Cox
Lila and Bill Senter
Reginald Crump

1881 Society $2,500+

Kaye and Dick Spalding
Gail and Dr. Paul Thames
Rick Weatherl
Pat and Dr. Donald Wehmeyer
Charles W. White
Jo Ann and Randy Wilson
Bill Wright
Dianne and Carl Young

Individual/Family $50
Susan and David Bacon
Randall Bacon
Linda Bratton
Christine Brockman
Michiel and Dr. Clinton Cavuoti
Kay Cockerell
Patty Collier
Chester Dickson
Vicky Doss
Carol and Glenn Dromgoole
Texas Star Trading Co.
Mack Dugger
Elmwood Antiques
Carol and Dr. Glen Hall
Janet Hardy
Ron Hart
Diana Higgins
Virginia Holley
Ronica Coldiron and Michael Hubbard
Paula Jones
Paula Jones Real Estate LLC

In Support

In Memoriam

Ray Maddox
Philpott Florist and Greenhouses
Gay Beitscher
Peggy Beckham
Jeannette and Josh Black
Annabel House
Sharon Riley
Jim Stuart
Carrie Blaschke
Melody Hunt
Cheryl Bacon
Billye Proctor Shaw
Nanette Wisniewski

Jeannette and Josh Black
Annabel House
Denise Jones
Erin Seabourne
Jim Stuart
Laura Wardroup
Pat Wehmeyer

Abilene Gives

Phil Kendrick Jr.
Martha Kiel
Tim Rice McClarty
Carol McClellan
Janice and Don Murray
Myra G. Newton
Sandie and Jack North
Louella and Byron Penrod
Mary V. Pritchett
Chris Reed
Diana and Dr. H Miller Richert
Jean Riley
Patricia and Charles Russell
Michelle and Scott Senter
Senter Realtors
Ellis Smith
John Stowe
Kathy and Dr. Jimmy Strong
Willys and Stan Treanor
Maureen E. Trotter
Louann Trull
Betty and Robert Weissinger
Angie and Dr. Rob Wiley
Larry Wolz
Laura Wardroup

Student $15
Gayle Wilson

Mariana Green Searight

Patrons

AVJ Foundation
Carol Hall Majzlin
James L. Marshall
Helen P. Wardroup

Our apologies for any unintended error or omission. Please let us know if we need to correct our records.
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INTRODUCING

New Faces and New Energy for APL
Morgan Paschal administrative assistant
Morgan Paschal now supplies the smile, the welcome and much more.
On May 28, Morgan L. Paschal became the League’s new Administrative Assistant, replacing longtime colleague
Kaylin Roberts, who left us to join a firm in San Antonio.
In the position of Administrative Assistant, Morgan supplies clerical and financial management responsibilities
for the organization, while delivering day-to-day operational tasks for The Elks Arts Center.
Morgan received a Bachelor of Arts degree in sociology from Texas A&M University. She has previously worked
in case management and program management.
Morgan was inducted into “Dobro Slovo,” the National Slavic Honor Society, and received the Nelson/Skrabanek
Award for Undergraduate Internship Excellence from the College of Liberal Arts at TAMU in 2013.
In her free time, Morgan enjoys writing music, walking her dog and learning about apiculture.

Mariana Cedillo

SUMMER INTERN

Mariana Cedillo has joined the League as its summer intern, ready to put her multimedia degree to the test. She
has called Abilene home for the past five years, but misses the Rio Grande Valley and its palm trees.
Mariana enjoys volunteering and has been part of many leadership positions at ACU.
“One of my favorite roles was serving as vice president of my sorority, Alpha Kai Omega,” she said.
Mariana has a 14-pound cat named Teddison, has memorized π to the 25th digit (for fun) and aspires to become
a foster parent for shelter animals.

The Elks, APL Staff Lauded
for Hosting Key CALF Venue
Once again, The Elks Ballroom was host to thousands of children and
parents who gathered June 6-8 for 14 marionette shows and a costume
contest, during the three-day Children’s Art & Literacy Festival. The Elks
basement was also offered for parade costume storage and staging.
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Photo by Greg Jaklewicz/Ab
contest Thursday, June 6.
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For their willing participation, Cindy White and fellow staff of the
Abilene Preservation League earned generous praise for providing a
clean, comfortable and welcoming venue for the Abilene Cultural Affairs
Council’s eighth annual, signature spring event.

membership
celebration
MEMBERSHIP

At Last, the Deed (Transfer) Is Done
Members of Abilene Preservation League and Swenson House Historical Society
to gather on the lawn, Tuesday, August 20.

W

hen Josh Black, APL president, signs and presents the
deed to the property at 1726 Swenson Street to Janet
Payne, president of the Swenson House Historical Society, the
Swenson House will at last truly stand on its own.
With its vast lawn and gardens, the famed Swenson House, built
in 1910 by W.G. and Shirley Swenson, has been in the custody
of Abilene Preservation League for more than 20 years. The
initiative to separate the two organizations began more than a
year ago. It was agreed that when the Swenson House achieved
501 (c)(3) status, the deed, held in trust by the Abilene
Preservation League, would be transferred to the Historical
Society’s board and officers.

August 20
7 pm
1726 Swenson Street

That event and ceremony are now set to take place Tuesday
evening, August 20, at 7 p.m., on the lawn of one of the city’s most
beautiful, venerable social venues. Members of both
organizations will munch and mingle over grilled hot dogs
and homemade ice cream to celebrate the sweet parting.
Always common to both the Abilene Preservation League and
the Swenson House, however, is the vital example that remains
— the peerless example of the essential value of historic
preservation: Abilene Preservation League is the advocate; the
Swenson House, the living, breathing result of that advocacy.
“This proud transfer is a win-win-win, for the Swenson, for
APL and for Abilene,” said Josh Black, League president.
More details are on the way. Watch for your invitation, and
please make plans to attend.
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RECOGNITION

A Week in Praise of Preservation
Planned for September
Expanding on its traditional Heritage Stewardship Awards banquet, the Abilene Preservation League will devote an entire week in
September to announce, recognize and celebrate the preservation efforts of Abilene neighbors, businesses and institutions.
The inaugural Abilene Preservation Awards, September 23-28, will honor, in separate and singularly appropriate ways, the efforts and
energy of local preservationists in these categories:

Residences and Neighborhoods

Lovingly preserved homes in comfortable, compatible,
caring communities.

Businesses in Adapted Places

Commercial enterprises at home in repurposed or in
important, well designed and preserved architecture.

Institutional Architecture

The distinctive, uplifting and sensitively considered
edifices of religion, education and government.

Heritage Businesses

Carefully cared for façade or interiors that reflect the
ongoing spirit and identity of vintage businesses.
At each location, a special, brief ceremony of recognition, along with
an informal reception, in the morning or evening, will make each
celebration unique. The exception will be recognition for the

honorees in the “Residences and Neighborhoods” category. That award
event is planned for Saturday, September 28.
Well-known local historian, author, educator
and compelling speaker Jay Moore will deliver
reflections on historic preservation, “Abilene.
The Power of Place, the Value of Connection,”
to a dinner audience in a very special venue, to
be announced.
Except for the dinner, each event of the week
will ask nominal admission to defray the cost of
refreshments. Attendees may purchase tickets
to each event or purchase a ticket admitting them to
all events at a discounted price.

Watch for announcements and invitations to come. It’s destined to be
an outstanding celebration and a memorable week for recognizing the
varied and commendable efforts of historic preservation in Abilene.

A Moment in Time
Safety Parade

May 13, 1949
200 block of Cypress Street in downtown Abilene.
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Jay Moore

Q& A

A.

B.

League Trustee
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Energetic, empathetic and ambitious, Jill Flores is the
busy business manager of Enrich Oil Corporation. She
has volunteered in several capacities, as well, including
taking the floor in Dancing with the Abilene Stars in
2016 on behalf of Hendrick Home for Children. A native
Abilenian, Jill received her BBA from Baylor University.
With her adventurous spirit, Jill aspires to obtain her
pilot’s license and wishes she could quickly learn a new
language. Jill joined the League board of trustees in
May 2019.

Q:
A:

What would you consider an extravagance in
your life?

C.

I am blessed to have the privilege of working with
my family in my hometown. I have an abundance of
wonderful memories growing up in Abilene surrounded
by family. We frequently traveled in a pack of 15, whether
it be to our favorite local restaurant for a celebration or a
destination just a few plane rides away.

To know architecture is to love it – and to
want to save it. Fortunately, there’s plenty
to love, as there are many styles comprising
the rich, architectural heritage of Abilene.
How many can you name?

D.

Q:

You say you’d like to learn another language.
That’s really commendable. But in good ol’ English,
what are the words most familiar in your lexicon?

A:

Here are some of the catchphrases you’ll hear
me use most often:

E.

“Enrich, this is Jill.”
“Oh, my.”
“I’m at the car wash.”
“Baby Doll, please pick up your room.”
“I need a large-sized Coke with a medium onion rings.”

Q:
A:

F.

Having lived the majority of your life in Abilene,
you’ve seen and experienced the historic parts of the city.
What is your favorite historic building and why?
I had the opportunity of being educated in one of
Abilene’s landmark buildings – Lincoln Middle School.
To many native Abilenians, this structure symbolizes
education and heritage in the center of our town.

Q:
A:

G.

.
Is there a particular architectural style that you
want to see more of in our city?
I would love to see Spanish Colonial Revival
make a splash in Abilene. The verandas, courtyards and
loggias complement our West Texas lifestyle.
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ADVOCACY

I

t’s important to remember the unique
power of preservation to change lives
and communities. Places do this. But people
like you make it possible with your advocacy.
We encourage you to contact your State
Representatives and Senators regarding
legislation that impacts historic preservation.
The 2019 Texas legislative session ended
May 27, 2019. Here are the bills that passed
and those which failed or died.

Building Materials Regulation
Senate Bill 1266 failed, having been left
pending in committee. This bill would have
prohibited municipalities from regulating
building materials. SB 1266’s companion bill,
HB 2439, passed with amended language,
allowing municipalities to regulate building
materials on local historic landmarks and
within local historic districts. HB 2439 will
become effective September 1, 2019.

Courthouses, Antiquities
Code, Butterfield Trail and
the Alamo

House Bill 1125 would have codified THC
rules that help level the playing field for small
counties to compete for courthouse
preservation grants. HB 1125’s companion
bill, SB 496, was considered in lieu of
moving HB 1125 forward and was approved.
SB 496 will become effective September 1,
2019. House Bill 2052 would have increased
the criminal penalty for violations of the Texas
Antiquities Code, however, it failed to receive
an affirmative vote in the committee,
April 9, 2019, and did not move forward.
HCR 73 urged Congress to designate the
Butterfield Overland Trail as a National
Historic Trail and was adopted. Two
additional bills we were monitoring have
failed. HB 1400 related to monthly reports on
preservation, maintenance and restoration
expenses for the Alamo complex.
HB 1836 would have required the General
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Land Office to use eminent domain to ensure
that the Cenotaph in Alamo Plaza remains in
its current location.

Expanded Local Property Tax
Abatement for Preservation

House Bill 827 failed. This bill would have
extended historic preservation tax
abatements to appropriate new construction,
if the improvement is economically or
physically necessary to support the continued
use or existence of a historic structure,
provided that it is (a) on the same parcel as
the historic building or (b) on a parcel
adjacent to the parcel with the historic
resource and the improvement is constructed
in a manner that is consistent with the
architectural integrity of the historic building.

Billboards

House Bill 3368 failed. This bill would have
limited the height of new billboards to 42.5
feet; without the bill, billboards may be 85-feet
tall. The Senate companion bill (SB 357) was
passed and will take effect September 1, 2019.

Historic Landmark
Designation

Senate Bill 1488 failed. However, its House
companion, HB 2496, was passed May 25,
2019 and took effect immediately. This bill
prohibits a municipality from designating a
historic landmark without the property
owner’s consent. However, it was passed
with the following amended portion:
SECTION 1. Subchapter A, Chapter 211,
Local Government Code, is amended by
adding Section 211.0165 to read as follows:
Sec. 211.0165. DESIGNATION OF
HISTORIC LANDMARK.
(a) Except as provided by Subsection (b), a
municipality that has established a process
for designating places or areas of historical,

cultural, or architectural importance and
significance through the adoption of zoning
regulations or zoning district boundaries may
not designate a property as a local historic
landmark unless:
(1) the owner of the property consents to the
designation; or
(2) the designation is approved by a threefourths vote of:
(A) the governing body of the municipality;
and
(B) the zoning, planning, or
historical commission of the municipality,
if any.
(b) If the property is owned by an
organization that qualifies as a religious
organization under Section 11.20, Tax Code,
the municipality may designate the property
as a local historic landmark only if the
organization consents to the designation.
(c) The municipality must provide the
property owner a statement that describes
the impact that a historic designation of the
owner’s property may have on the owner and
the owner’s property. The municipality must
provide the statement to the owner not later
than the 15th day before the date of the initial
hearing on the historic designation of the
property of:
(1) the zoning, planning, or historical
commission, if any; or
(2) the governing body of the
municipality.
(d) The historic designation impact
statement must include lists of the:
(1) regulations that may be applied to any
structure on the property after the
designation;
(2) procedures for the designation;
(3) tax benefits that may be applied to the
property after the designation; and
(4) rehabilitation or repair programs that the
municipality offers for a property designated
as historic.
(e) The municipality must allow an owner at
any time during the designation process.

OPPORTUNITY

Speak Up to Save
Historically Significant
Buildings and
Landmarks of Abilene

E

ach year, we gather and unveil our annual list of 12 Most Endangered
Historical Places in Abilene, shining a light on those important
treasures of our city’s architectural and cultural heritage that are at risk of
destruction or irreparable damage.
The 2020 list will include a diverse mix of historic places throughout Abilene,
buildings and sites facing a range of challenges and threats, from deferred
maintenance to insensitive renovation to demolition.

Aggressive trumpet vines obscure a corner of Burlington Station, a
perennial and passion-raising candidate for salvation and restoration.
The beautiful Spanish Revival railroad relic is among a new survey
of 12 endangered historic places in Abilene, which is being compiled
and will be unveiled in January 2020.

We want to hear from you. Please recommend places you want urgently to see
saved and preserved. Call, email or write us at the League offices, and share
the locations or addresses of all the historic sites that you fear our community
could lose. We are eager to know your suggestions.
Since we began publishing our list, we have named more than 100 historic
places in Abilene. Of those, fewer than 15 percent have been lost. But that’s
too many.
Preservation happens when friends like you encourage protection, restoration
and advovacy to save the history and stories our treasured places hold.

Membership benefits include:
Enjoy the benefits of annual membership, and the
satisfaction of protecting and enriching our community
through historic preservation.
And, APL members, please use this form to update our records.
Name_________________________________________________
Email_________________________________________________
Phone_________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________
My check is enclosed, made payable to Abilene Preservation League.

charge my:  VISA  MasterCard  AmEx  Discover
Card #________________________________________________
Exp. Date___________________

CVC # ________________

Signature ______________________________________________

• Newsletters and notices
• Advocacy alerts and email marketing messages
• Advance invitations and discounts for League events
• Exclusive member-only lectures, tours and outings
• Discounts on event rentals at The Elks

Annual Membership Levels








Student 			
$15
Individual/Family		
$50
Contributor		 $100
Sustainer			$250
Restorer			$500
Preservationist		 $1,000
1881 Society		
$2,500

Service Opportunities




APL Events			

Fundraising		 
The Elks Arts Center


Education
Marketing
Membership

Membership contributions are tax-deductible to the extent
provided by law. APL is a 501(c)(3) organization.
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UPCOMINGevents
Summer

August 20
1726 Swenson Street
A new chapter unfolds: The Swenson House 		
Historical Society and Abilene Preservation League
celebrate a new relationship. With hot dogs and
homemade ice cream. Watch for details.

Fall

September 23 through 28
Five Unique Venues, Five Exciting Events
A week of recognition: The new Abilene Preservation
Awards honor the efforts of neighborhoods, businesses
and institutions in ensuring continuity between past,
present and future.

Winter

December
We gather together: A Moveable Feast heralds the
holidays and welcomes rich reflections of the season,
while calling on us to tell a broader, richer narrative of
the lives and stories of Abilene.
January
A new survey: The list of the 12 Most Endangered
Historic Places in Abilene is revealed.

A. Craftsman (542 Poplar) B. Late Victorian with Queen Anne influences (1430 South 6th Street) C. English Country Gothic (The Episcopal Church of the Heavenly Rest, 602 Meander Street)
D. Tile and keyhole patterns, strongly Moorish (Sacred Heart Catholic Church, 637 Jeanette Street) E. Spanish Revival (1400 Sayles Boulevard)
F. Midcentury Modern (Maedgen Administration Building, 2149 McMurry Court) G. Late Beaux-Arts (The Elks, 1174 N. 1st)

