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May 21 		
		
		

Annual Meeting of Members
The Elks Arts Center Ballroom
5:30 p.m.

Summer		
A Little Learning with Lunch
		
Going Places
		 Tours and Outings

Sept. 16-20		Heritage Stewardship Week
Fall		
A Little Learning with Lunch
		
		

Holidays

		

Going Places
Tours and Outings
We Gather Together
A Moveable Feast in all the Best Places

Exceptional Event Rental
Opportunities

J. D. Magee House Recognized with
Preservation Texas Honor Award

Ballroom Rental

Includes piano, tables, chairs, bridal room, sound system,
digital projector, WiFi, and set-up and take-down services.
• $1,000 (up to eight hours) • Additional hours: $100 per hour

Basement Rental

For more information,
call 325-676-3775
or email
info@abilenepreservation.org

Conference Room Rental

1174 North First Street at Cedar
Abilene, TX 79601

Includes piano, tables, chairs, bridal room, sound system,
digital projector, WiFi, and set-up and take-down services.
• $400 (up to four hours) • Additional hours: $85 per hour
Available Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.;
includes digital projector, WiFi and access to kitchenette.
• $90 (up to three hours) • Additional hours: $25 per hour

Answers to the Architest: A. 241 Hickory Street

B. 3101 South First Street

C. 1274 North Second Street

abilenepreservation.org

IN THIS issue

n

Abilene Preservation League
Membership Numbers Grow

n

Advocacy Alert: Keep Watch and Speak Out
Meet the Staff

n

membership

commentary
Since 1977, Abilene Preservation League
has celebrated the city’s historic built
environment—places that reflect the history
and character of the city. Through charitable
support, advocacy, education, recognition
and volunteerism, APL seeks to inspire
Abilenians to respect, save and preserve the
past, ensuring a richer, more informed
future for all.

These good friends have renewed or established new memberships in 2019. Thank you.

The Festival District
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For what it’s worth, I hope it happens and soon. But I’m sure the mayor’s correct to
characterize this ambitious and needed project as “complex.”
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J

ust a few days ago, I was talking with a friend who’s been in earshot of those
deliberating, on the public side and on the private side, about the best way to
deliver a downtown convention center hotel for Abilene.
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I lived in Fort Worth, when that city wrestled with the conception, ownership
and debt issues for a convention center hotel. I remember that much of the
communications challenge was to motivate citizens to see the potential and the payoff,
regardless of how the managing authority was established.
But it was my friend’s answer to my question about the proposed architectural style
and features for the hotel and its Festival District that stopped me in my tracks. “Oh,
it’ll just look like a hotel,” he shrugged, implying what would be built didn’t much
matter, as long as it was big enough.
In Percy Parsons’ recent Letter to the Editor, he asks, “Isn’t it about time the public is
shown what the downtown hotel would really look like?” Of course, the risk needs
study, and the money issues have to be resolved, but I think Percy’s right.
For certain, every new building in Abilene — majestic or modest — has its chance
to stand and stay and play its part in interpreting the Abilene story; likewise, when
any significant building or residence or institution vanishes or is mis-modified, the
Abilene story takes a hit.
Historic preservation is not only about saving our venerated, treasured buildings and
houses but also about influencing what we build new now, to last. In fact, shouldn’t
what we build — at least in the public spaces we all share — be as important as what
we save?
Great architecture should stand, because it deserves to stand. And because it informs,
transforms and enhances our lives by complementing the character of the built landscape we are so fortunate still to have.
Downtown doesn’t get a second chance to make a first and lasting impression.
Let’s get this right.

Edward E. Cockerell III
by Sonya P. and Nelson Quinn

Randy Bacon
Jim Stuart
by Mr. and Mrs. Edward P. Bass

of League Marketing Communications
Laura Wardroup
Pat Wehmeyer

Membership benefits include:
Enjoy the benefits of annual membership, and the
satisfaction of protecting and enriching our community
through historic preservation.
And, members, please use this form to update our records.
Name_________________________________________________
Email_________________________________________________
Phone_________________________________________________
Address_______________________________________________
City, State, ZIP__________________________________________
My check is enclosed, made payable to Abilene Preservation League.

charge my:  VISA  MasterCard  AmEx  Discover
Card #________________________________________________
Exp. Date___________________

CVC # ________________

Signature ______________________________________________

• Newsletters and notices
• Advocacy alerts and email marketing messages
• Advance invitations and discounts for League events
• Exclusive member-only lectures, tours and outings
• Discounts on event rentals at The Elks

Annual Membership Levels








Student 			
$15
Individual/Family		
$50
Contributor		 $100
Sustainer			$250
Restorer			$500
Preservationist		 $1,000
1881 Society		
$2,500

Service Opportunities




APL Events			

Fundraising		 
Real Estate			


Education
Marketing
Membership

Membership contributions are tax-deductible to
the extent provided by law. APL is a 501©(3)
organization. Memberships expire December 31.

ADVOCACY
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Culture, Recreation
and Tourism Committee
Rep. John Cyrier (Chair and Bill Author)
512-463-0682
john.cyrier@house.texas.gov
Rep. Armando Martinez (Vice Chair)
512-463-0530
mando.martinez@house.texas.gov
Rep. John Bucy III
512-463-0696
john.bucy@house.texas.gov

Let Your Voice Be Heard!
Building Materials Regulation

Senate Bill 1266 would prohibit municipalities
from regulating building materials. We would
support amended language allowing municipalities to regulate building materials on local historic
landmarks and within local historic districts.

Courthouses, Antiquities Code,
Butterfield Trail and the Alamo

The Culture, Recreation and Tourism Committee
in the House of Representatives has met on five
bills that impact historic resources. HB 1125
(support) codifies THC rules that help level the
playing field for small counties to compete for
courthouse preservation grants. HB 2052
(support) increases the criminal penalty for
violations of the Texas Antiquities Code. HCR 73
(support) urges Congress to designate the
Butterfield Overland Trail as a National Historic Trail. Two additional bills we are monitoring
pertain to the Alamo. HB 1400 relates to monthly
reports on preservation, maintenance and restoration expenses for the Alamo complex. HB 1836
would require the General Land Office to use
eminent domain to ensure that the Cenotaph in
Alamo Plaza remains in its current location.

Expanded Local Property Tax
Abatement for Preservation

The important bill here is HB 827 (support) filed
by Rep. Toni Rose (Dallas). The bill would extend
historic preservation tax abatements to appropriate new construction if the improvement is
economically or physically necessary to support
the continued use or existing of a historic structure, provided that it is (a) on the same parcel as
the historic building or (b) on a parcel adjacent
to the parcel with the historic resource and the
improvement is constructed in a manner that is
consistent with the architectural integrity of the
historic building.

Billboards

House Bill 3368 (support), filed by Rep. Geanie
Morrison, would limit the height of new billboards
to 42.5 feet; without the bill, billboards could be 85
feet tall. The Senate companion bill (SB 357) was
passed in the Senate on March 25th.

Historic Landmark Designation

A bill introduced in the Texas House of Representatives by Rep. John Cyrier, House Bill 2496 (and
its companion in the Senate, Senate Bill 1488, by
our own Sen. Dawn Buckingham), would prohibit
a municipality from designating a historic landmark without the property owner’s consent.
The bill was drafted and filed without any input
whatsoever from the historic preservation
community in the State of Texas.
The bill would curtail the power vested in
municipal governments under Sec. 211.003(b)
of Texas’ local government code to regulate the
demolition of buildings and other structures of
historical, cultural or architectural significance.

Rep. Barbara Gervin-Hawkins
512-463-0708
barbara.gervin.hawkins@house.texas.gov
Rep. Justin Holland
512-463-0484
justin.holland@house.texas.gov
Rep. Jarvis Johnson
512-463-0554
jarvis.johnson@house.texas.gov
Rep. Kyle Kacal
512-463-0412
Kyle.Kacal@house.texas.gov
Rep. Geanie Morrison
512-463-0456
Geanie.Morrison@house.texas.gov
Rep. Steve Toth
512-463-0797
Steve.Toth@house.texas.gov

Remember, in those very rare occasions when
local governments seek to designate a building
as a historic landmark over the objection of the
property owner, it is because the property owner
wants to bulldoze the building, and the city wants
to save an important and irreplaceable landmark
for future generations.

House State Affairs Committee

The bill also makes it impossible to create a meaningful and coherent local historic district, as 100%
owner consent for a local zoning district is almost
impossible to obtain and no other form of local
zoning has such a requirement.

Rep. Joe Deshotel (512) 463-0662

Abilene has several National Register of Historic
Places historic districts, but “even though we have
the ordinance, we’ve never been able to effect a
real LOCAL historic district,” explains Bill Minter,
past League executive director. National Register
districts don’t really provide any protection; what
is demanded now approaches 95% consent, when
typically “what is possible is more like 80%, which,
even so, is high,” Minter continues.
HB 2496 is a clumsy legislative solution to a
problem that simply does not exist. Let Culture,
Recreation and Tourism Committee members
know that HB 2496 should be withdrawn, because
it attempts to solve a problem that does not exist.

Rep. Dade Phelan (Chair and Bill Author)
(512) 463-0706
Rep. Ana Hernandez (Vice Chair)
(512) 463-0614

Rep. R.D. “Bobby” Guerra (512) 463-0578
Rep. Sam Harless (512) 463-0496
Rep. Justin Holland (512) 463-0484
Rep. Todd Hunter (512) 463-0672
Rep. Phil King (512) 463-0738
Rep. Tan Parker (512) 463-0688
Rep. Richard Pena Raymond (512) 463-0558
Rep. Eddie Rodriguez (512) 463-0674
Rep. John T. Smithee (512) 463-0702
Rep. Drew Springer (512) 463-0526

J. D. Magee
House Wins
Honors from
Preservation
Texas
The J. D. Magee House, at 1910 North
Third Street, recently received one of
19 Preservation Texas Honor Awards,
recognizing outstanding restoration,
rehabilitation and preservation
planning projects throughout the state.

O

nce named “Rosetyme,” then more recently
“The Resilient,” the J. D. Magee House, built in
1903 by Mississippi native and physician Dr. Jefferson
Davis Magee, was the first in Abilene to be constructed to
include electricity and running water.
In 2008, more than 100 years later, the house suffered substantial
damage from a fire, and was subsequently acquired for stabilization
and resale by Abilene Preservation League.

“

The house was purchased in 2013 by Dana and Jim Willeford, whose
restoration efforts have been recognized by Preservation Texas.
Bill and Lindsay Minter attended the awards presentation in Austin
in February. Bill Minter was Executive Director of APL at the time of
the League’s purchase of the house in 2009.
“We have been proud and humbled to be part of preserving the
history of Abilene,” said Jim Willeford. “This recognition from
Preservation Texas honors our hard work, as well as the inspiring and
supportive vision of the Abilene Preservation League.”
Each of the 19 honored projects was recognized by Preservation
Texas at the organization’s 2019 Honor Awards Ceremony and
Reception in Austin, February 27.
Along with the J.D. Magee House, honor award-winning projects
were selected in Amarillo, Austin, Cisco, Dallas, El Paso, Karnes
City, Houston, Morgan’s Point, Nacogdoches and Plano. They range
in scale from small cottages to tall office towers, from the mid-19th

”

We have been proud and humbled to be
part of preserving the history of Abilene.
			Jim Willeford

to the mid-20th centuries. Two of the buildings had been previously
named as Most Endangered Places in Texas: the Laguna Hotel in Cisco
and the Old Dallas High School.
“Preservation efforts like this one provide the kind of catalyst we need
in every neighborhood in Abilene,” adds Jim Stuart, League Executive
Director.
The 2019 Preservation Texas Honor Awards are selected by a jury
of preservationists and seek to recognize successful efforts to save
irreplaceable and authentic historic places in Texas.
Additionally, awards were presented recognizing an elected official,
an advocate, a heritage education program, a preservation
professional, and an author.
“The 2019 Honor Award winners set a high standard toward which
we can all aspire,” said Preservation Texas President Ann Benson
McGlone of San Antonio. “These preservation projects required vision
and determination. We are pleased to put the spotlight on these
outstanding efforts.”

LEADERSHIP

Jim Stuart Becomes Seventh
Executive Director for Abilene
Preservation League
In January, Jim Stuart became the seventh director of the 40-plus
year-old Abilene Preservation League. His appointment follows
the service and leadership of Deb Brown, Frank Murray, Donna
Albus, Ruby Perez, Bill Minter and Frann Smith.
In his position, Jim administers and directs program planning,
public relations and marketing communications, fundraising,
board and membership development, financial management and
personnel responsibilities for the organization.
“This is a great opportunity I have to accelerate the work of this
important organization of ours and to inspire a common vision for
Abilene heritage,” Jim said. “It’s a privilege to be chosen, and I’m
ready to apply my skills, experience and energy to the challenge.”
An enthusiastic preservationist, Jim has restored three Craftsman
bungalows.
For 15 years, Jim was chief executive officer of Stuart Bacon
Advertising ~ Public Relations, in Fort Worth, the agency he
founded in 1987 with Randy Bacon, an Abilene native. The agency
served a variety of local, regional, national and international clients
with full-service advertising and public relations capabilities.

Work for Stuart Bacon clients was
frequently recognized with advertising
industry awards, as well as with
marketing communications honors
from several client industries.
A native of Lamesa, Texas, Jim attended
Texas Christian University and received
his Bachelor of Business Administration
degree in marketing/advertising from Texas Tech University. Jim
received the Professional Ethics Award from the Bob Schieffer
College of Communication at TCU in 1998. Two years later, he was
named an outstanding alumnus of the College of Media and
Communication at Texas Tech.
In 2009, Jim moved to Albany, Texas, where he partnered with Randy
Bacon in the construction of residences and commercial property on
the county’s historic courthouse square.
Now, Jim is determined to find an address in a comfortable Abilene
neighborhood in which to belong — a fine house with potential, to
revive and restore. Any suggestions?

Kaylin Roberts

OFFICE MANAGER

Since joining the League staff in January 2018, Kaylin Roberts has been the dependable, familiar face and voice of APL.
Her primary duties have included greeting those interested in booking spaces for The Elks. But during the months the
League has been without an executive director, Kaylin has been enlisted to deliver day-to-day operational tasks for The
Elks, while supplying clerical and financial management responsibilities for APL.
“My job brings me new challenges and unexpected experiences every day,” Kaylin says. “It’s been a good place to be.”
Kaylin is the oldest of five siblings. She earned her Bachelor of Business Administration degree from Stephen F. Austin
State University in 2017, and she is pursuing a master’s degree from Grantham University.
Kaylin is exercising her hidden talents, learning to quilt and to play the ukulele.

Cindy White

Facilities Coordinator

Since 2010, Cindy White’s loyal, dependable service to the League and The Elks has paid big returns in enthusiastic
satisfaction from scores of happy revelers. Not only does she make certain every detail and request for each rental is
honored, Cindy also offers sage advice to ensure happy, good times, by way of her years of experience and instincts
for perfect celebrations and occasions.
Cindy completes the set-up, arrangement of furnishings and equipment as requested, and then dismantles each event.
In between, she attends and monitors each event, often being treated as one of the renting party’s special invited guests.
“My job is so much fun,” Cindy confesses, “that it’s not exactly work.”
Cindy’s three grown sons, Mark, Jason and Ray, attest to their mother’s endless fountain of energy, her magical green
thumb and her unmatched cooking skills. So do Emma, Aiden and Emery, her grandchildren.
Cindy grew up in Houston and lives with three dogs and four cats in Clyde.

Q& A
League Trustee
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Reverend Andrew L. Penns, 70, is pastor of Valley View Missionary
Baptist Church, where he has served for 31 years. He is the second
oldest of eight children; his parents were Reverend Alex W. Penns,
Sr., and Erma M. Turnerhill Penns, longtime and beloved residents
of Abilene. Andrew graduated from Carter G. Woodson High
School in 1967, and began a military career that included service in
Korea, Vietnam, where he was wounded, and Germany, where he
suffered frostbite. Among medals earned, Andrew was awarded the
Purple Heart. He attended Austin Community College, Cisco
College and New World Bible Seminary, in Fort Worth. He joined
the League board of trustees in 2018.

T

uesday evening, February 12,
members and friends gathered
for the League’s annual Members’
Movie Event at the Historic Paramount
Theatre to enjoy a screening of the popular
romantic comedy “Sleepless in Seattle.”
For four, fortunate raffle ticket holders, there
were wonderful gifts from Hickory Street
Café, Philpott Florists, Cypress Street Station
and Candies by Vletas.
The iconic, 102-story Empire State Building
has a starring role in “Sleepless.” But its debut
was a year after our own Historic Paramount
Theatre, that magnificent Spanish/Moorish
movie palace designed by renowned
architect David Castle, opened May 1930.

Q:

Busy is one of the words most often used to describe you.
Your long and distinguished service as pastor of Valley View
Missionary Baptist Church, no doubt, claims most of your waking
hours each day. What else demands your attention?

A:

After 16 years, I continue to serve as president of
Interested Citizens of Abilene North (ICAN). I serve on the
Community Development Committee; the Abilene Flood Task
Force; the Community Action Program; the board of the Christ
House Day Care; and the board of the Adult Literacy Council. I am
a life member of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, and I was local president of the NAACP. I’ve served
two terms as president of the Abilene Ministerial Alliance. I’ve had
stints on the Abilene Prison Task Force, the Drug Clean Abilene
Task Force; and the boards of Meals on Wheels, the Cancer Service
Network, Taylor County Historical Commission, Hendrick Medical
Center, Habitat for Humanity. I am past president of the Congress
of Christian Education, and I have served on the board of the
Original West Baptist District Association, as second and first vice
moderator. I am currently moderator of the OWT
Baptist Association.

Q:
A:

You’ve joked that you are related to just about everybody in
Abilene. Tell us about your family.
My parents were well known and respected in Abilene.
My wife of 40 years, Mary Helen Penns, died two years ago. We
have six children, Jackie, Christopher A., Andrea, Terrence, Shayla
(deceased), Jacqueline and adopted grandson Christopher D. Plus
ten grandchildren and four great grandchildren, sisters and brothers.
My family keeps me busy. And proud. And happy.

Q:

After some time away, you returned to your hometown to
help bring about change you wanted to see in the life of our
community. The evidence of your commitment is seen in the
plaque-covered walls of your office. What has motivated you to
stand up and be counted?

A:

I knew that if any difference was going to be made, I was
going to be a part of it. I’ve been proud to see our city change and
become better for its inclusion. And that includes historic
preservation and the work of the Abilene Preservation League.

Some not-so-hidden
architectural friezes,
decorative features and details
of Abilene architecture may
go unnoticed. And
underappreciated. How
observant are you? Are you
familiar with any of these?

A.

Find the answers on
the back cover.

B.

C.

